. thigh-flying .. reconnaissance plane

-ta Khrushchev accused the United
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McNamara Reports On
Sowet Downmgs In
- Past Few Years

‘ Washmglon Aug. 18 m—Rnbm_l
{S. McNamara, Secretary of De.
‘rfense has told a Senate commit.
|tee that Soviet air .defense mis-
siles “have shot down several U-
12's in the last several years.”
1 He made the sfatement in'com-
menting on Russian defenses in
secrel testimony released for pub-
lication today.

. McNamara was testifying in
{support of his key defense strate-
gy of reliance upon-new missiles
rather than bombers or manned
aircraft for future defenses.

.’At the hearing February 25,
<enator _Young (R., N.D.) asked:

"How effective are these defenses
lhat ‘the- Soviels ‘are moving into |
North-  Vietnam agamst boin
bmga,vl

Very Eflective -

"Well ~we.don’t know that the
Soviels are moving defenses into
North 'Vietnam;"™ McNamara re-
plied: *“They may.™
. "Supposing they -did,”: Young
pressed.

“If they did,” McNamara sald
“they would be very effective
against” our “afreratf, bambers or
fightérs, at”certain altitudes. One
good evidence ‘of that is that these

same defenses have shot down
several Uzs in the last sevcx al,
years.
*“They are the types that were
deployed in Cuba by the Soviels
which”shot-down &” very high alti-
tude U-2.” .

The U-2 is the then little known|

*whlchifwxgurr’d in the break-up of 3

{stnmiit ~conférénée i - Patis “in
{1960 when - Russfaii Premier Niki-

[States of spying. -
. The pilot of the U-2 in that M-

cident, Fra Gary Powers, was
iroprisoned a'p%ni'iﬂ%s “but latec
exchanged Tor a. mnvicted Soviet
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77" More Uncerlainty .

The Defense Secretary .said in
the testimony that, in his opinion,
there is *'a greater degree of un-
certainty, unlikely as it may
sound, in bomber operations than
in mlss;le pperations.

Becatuse of greatly, improved
defense dgainst aircraft by both
this country-and the Russians, he
said it would he"extremely diffi-
cult for Uniled States, bombexs pr
aireraft. to. penet;ate Sovnet de-
fenses., e A

Recdﬂmg that manned alrcraft
advocates argue ‘‘we have never
{ired a missile in anger and we
have ypsed bombers in many,
many wars,” McNamara said the
fact -is that “no Uniled States
bomber has had.to face the kind
of delenses that-exist today."

“Nor has any Uniled Slated
bomber force ever had to survive
a missile attack of the kind that
the Soviet Union could direct]
against this country -and to whith
we would be responding, presu-|

mably with our bomber force." he!
added.

McNamara -told - senators lhlt
country had 693 of its heavy jet}
long-range B-52 bombers in opera-
tion in February and that many
of them may still he in use in 1970
and even 1975, if modlfied and im-
proved. .
Huge Bomb Discussed .

Young . asked the ' Secreiary
jahout reports a massive’ 100-me-
gaton Soviet nuclear bomh might
knock out ap eolire cluster of
United States Minutemen missiles
in their pits by destroying lhen‘
electrical controls.

The Secrelary replied that “a
100 - megaton  bomb d|recled
against a Minuteman missile wing
would, if it has reasonshle acs]
curacy (deleted) destroy ouly a
very small number. of the fnissiles]
of that (wing) .and lhe-‘-so cafléd
electromagnetic.
would nqL maka
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